Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 VALLET 01343 141253Z 

70 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 ACDA-05 /086 W 

009737 

R 131530Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6542 
INFO USMISSION USUN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 1343 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, MT, IS 

SUB J : MALTESE POLICY TOWARD ISRAEL 

REF: VALLETTA 1310 (NOTAL) 

1. MALTA'S VOTES IN FAVOR OF THE ANTI-ZIONISM 
RESOLUTION AND OTHER PRO-PALESTINIAN ISSUES IN THE 
UNGA HAVE EVOKED ADDITIONAL PRO-AND-CON EDITORIALS 
IN THE LOCAL PRESS. IN A STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENT 
IN THE NOVEMBER 13 ISSUE OF THE PRO-MINTOFFIAN 
MALTA NEWS (PUBLISHED BY THE GENERAL WORKERS UNION) 
THE GOM’S ACTIONS WERE EXPLAINED AND JUSTIFIED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE BY VOTING IN FAVOUR OF THE RESOLUTIONS, 

MALTA HAS BEEN CONSISTENT WITH ITS MIDDLE EAST 
POLICY WHICH IS AIMED AT WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT 
FOR THE ARABS IN THEIR STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM AND 
POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE. IT IS TOWARDS THESE GOALS 
THAT THE SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN STRIVING 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO UNTIL THERE IS A JUST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UNQUOTE. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE CONVSERVATIVE, ANTI- 
MINTOFFIAN TIMES OF MALTA ON NOVEMBER 13 TOOK THE 
ENTIRE MALTESE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO TASK 
FOR ALLOWING THE GOM TO MAKE SUCH AN IMPORTANT 
FOREIGN POLICY DECISION WITHOUT EVEN A SINGLE 
DISCUSSION OF THE SUBJECT ON THE FLOOR OF PARLIAMENT. 
THE TIMES EDITORIAL PARTICULARLY CRITICIZED THE 
OPPOSITION NATIONALIST PARTY FOR FAILING TO OBJECT 
TO MINTOFF'S QUOTE ANTI-ISRAELI POLICY, UNQUOTE 
WHICH THE NEWSPAPER SAID HAD THE EFFECT OF 

QUOTE DRIVING A WEDGE BETWEEN MALTA AND THE 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY UNQUOTE AND OF MAKING 
QUOTE EUROPEAN MALTA APPEAR OUT OF STEP 
WITH WESTERN EUROPEAN POLICY. UNQUOTE 

3. COMMENT: MINTOFF'S PRO-ARAB STANCE OBVIOUSLY 
DISPLEASES A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE MALTESE 
PUBLIC, BUT HE WILL NOT BE AFFECTED IN THE LEAST 
BY THIS FACT. THE MALTA NEWS QUOTATION IN PARA (1) 
ABOVE HAS ALL THE EARMARKS OF A SEMI-OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT OF POLICY DRAFTED BY THE GOM, RATHER THAN 
BY THE NEWSPAPER. THIS DOUBTLESS REFLECTS THE 
POSITION THE GOM WILL ADHERE TO AS LONG AS MINTOFF 

IS PRIME MINISTER. AS IS THE CASE WITH SO MANY 
ISSUES, THE MALTESE PARLIAMENT (ESPECIALLY THE 
NATIONALIST OPPOSITION) WILL REMAIN MUTED AND 
FRUSTRATED IN MAKING ANY ACTION ON THIS SUBJECT 
IN THE FACE OF MINTOFF'S CONTEMPTUOUS DISDAIN OF 
ANY PARLIAMENTARY ROLE IN THE FOREIGN POLICY 
PROCESS. SMITH 
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